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and misled as to its character, he first subscribed, but did
not hesitate to jeopardise his life by retractation when he
understood his mistake. Escaping from prison, by the
timely intervention of a friend, after a long period of
anxiety, he found that his mother, weighed down by grief,
seemed likely to have succumbed, had not the strength and
tenderness of Sophie helped her to keep her balance. A
singular maturity of character was being developed in the
young girl during these years about which she so rarely
spoke, even with those of her first companions, who had
known like sorrow and anxiety. The elder sister had
married, so Sophie and her mother became everything to
each other. Thus it was that Louis found her when he
returned home at last.
It was not for long; events were too stirring to allow of
inaction, and the young priest soon spoke of returning to
Paris and of taking Madeleine Sophie with him. It was a
bitter parting for her parents, who little knew the destiny
that awaited her.
It is tempting to linger over the memory of Madeleine
Sophie Barat as she stands on the threshold of womanhood ;
for her personality strikes one vividly at this stage of her
life. Later on, when, strong in the power of silent endur-
ance, most completely endowed and wonderfully balanced
she was wholly dedicated to an absorbing ideal, she became
a somewhat elusive figure whose potent influence it was
not always easy to gauge.
Hers was a personality which might easily have become
mythical, hers a life around which legends are easily woven
when once the subject has passed away. However,
legends have not been woven round Madeleine Sophie
Barat, simply because her life endures to-day in the
Society she was to found so soon after her arrival in Paris.